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would astonish every one not familiar with the munifi-
cence of individual Greeks, when it comes to the ques-
tion of supporting those institutions of learning that
have always marked the progress of Greek life.
This intimate association "between Greeks and Turks
during the last five centuries has been of immense benefit
to Turkey, notwithstanding the fact that the early Turks
looked upon their Greek subjects with the contempt of
all warlike tribes towards their vanquished opponents.
Gradually, however, the truth began to filter through the
Turkish military mind, that it is not only by the force of
arms that a nation can always win. Thus, they found
that learning and education, and the arts of peace, and
trade and industry and business counted for something;
and they saw that the Greeks, by the sheer fact of pos-
sessing those virtues, were almost the masters of the
entire business and social life of the Empire. Thus they
began to appreciate the Greek genius, and to use it for
the advancement of the Empire; and only when they
found that the Greek race, in educating itself and in pre-
paring itself, did not mean to use its mental and moral
forces for the maintenance of the Empire, but on the
contrary its members always cherished the prospect of
a greater Greece established on the old territories of a
redeemed Byzantine Empire, only then did the Turks
change front and become the bitter enemies of a race
that proved too dangerous to the Empire.
Without going too far into the past and confining our
observations only to the time just before the outbreak
of the Great War, we find that in European Turkey
alone, that is to say, in Constantinople and Thrace, the
Greek communities supported, nearly 700 schools, of
which 113 were located in greater Constantinople, 50 of
them were in the city proper. In Asia Minor the Greek
communities supported twice as many schools, the total

